
Town of Wenham 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

  AGENDA 
September 21, 2020 

6:00 PM 
Wenham Town Hall – 138 Main Street 

Notice of public meeting as required by M.G.L. Chpt.30A §18-28 
 

VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM 
                                                                    

 
 

 

Please be advised that this open meeting is being broadcast live via Zoom and recorded for playback on-line, video on-demand 
viewing at hwcam.org.  The listings of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours before said meeting, 
which may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may in fact be discussed.  Items may be taken out of order and at 
times that differ from those listed below. Other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by 
law.  

 
 

6:00 PM WELCOME: Call to Order  
 

6:00 PM NEW BUSINESS  
A.  Public Hearing on Verizon Cable Licensing Agreement Joint with Hamilton BOS 
B. Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion 

Only) 

JW 
 
 

 
7:00 PM ANTICIPATED ADJOURNMENT  

 

Join the meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85667653645?pwd=cmVRc1gyOXdRU2VOK3FCM2FSbWpZQT09 
Meeting ID:   856 6765 3645 
Passcode:  066886  
Call to Join:     1-929-205-6099                    

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85667653645?pwd=cmVRc1gyOXdRU2VOK3FCM2FSbWpZQT09


 
DATE:  August 28, 2020 
TO:  Hamilton-Wenham Chronicle, legal advertisement department 
FROM:  Pat Shannon, Assistant to the Town Manager, Town of Hamilton 
RE:  Newspaper notice for publication (see below text of notice) 
 
Please publish the following legal notice not less than 14 days and not less than 7 days prior to 
the September 21, 2020 public hearing which is the subject of the legal notice below. 
 

LEGAL NOTICE OF HAMILTON AND WENHAM  
JOINT CABLE TELEVISION 

LICENSE RENEWAL PROCEEDING 
 

The Towns of Hamilton and Wenham, Massachusetts, by their Boards of Selectmen as 
statutory Cable License Issuing Authorities, will hold a joint public ascertainment hearing on 
September 21, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., in connection with the Verizon New England, Inc. (“Verizon”) 
cable television license renewal proceedings of each Town.  Please Note: Due to the COVID-19 
state of emergency, this meeting will be virtual and can be attended by desktop, laptop, tablet or 
phone by visiting the following link or by telephone access as follows:  
 
Link to joint Hamilton-Wenham meeting via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85667653645?pwd=cmVRc1gyOXdRU2VOK3FCM2FSbWpZQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 856 6765 3645 and Passcode: 066886 
 
One tap mobile: +19292056099,,85667653645#,,,,,,0#,,066886# US (New York), 
+13017158592,,85667653645#,,,,,,0#,,066886# US (Germantown) 
 
Access to joint meeting via telephone: 
To participate by telephone, dial +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) or +1 929 205 6099 US (New 
York) and enter Meeting ID: 856 6765 3645 and Passcode: 066886 
 
If the Governor's Order suspending certain provisions of the open meeting law is rescinded 
either as a result of termination of the State of Emergency or otherwise by law, this meeting will 
be held in the Board of Selectmen’s meeting room on the first Floor of the Town of Hamilton 
Town Hall, 577 Bay Road, Hamilton at the date and time specified above.  Please call either the 
offices of the Hamilton Town Manager (978-626-5202) or the Wenham Town Administrator 
(978-468-5520) for information.  
 
This proceeding is held pursuant to federal law 47 USC 546 for the Hamilton and Wenham 
Issuing Authorities to each ascertain the cable-related needs of their own Towns through the 
use of a jointly conducted public hearing as part of the license renewal process.  Public 
comment on local cable needs and past performance of Verizon is invited and shall be allowed 
by electronic video and/or audio conference platforms as set forth above. Copies of renewal 
records of Hamilton and Wenham may be made available for public inspection if when 
documents are filed with the Towns.  Such comments may also be submitted by e-mail or mail 
to the office of the Hamilton Town Manager (Town Hall Address: 577 Bay Road, Hamilton, MA 
01982; E-Mail Address: pshannon@hamiltonma.gov) or to the Wenham Town Administrator. 
(Town Hall Address: 138 Main St, Wenham, MA 01984 E-Mail Address: 
nroebuck@wenhamma.gov). 
 
By order of the Boards of Selectmen of Hamilton and Wenham as statutory License Issuing 
Authorities. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
TOWNS OF HAMILTON AND WENHAM 

 JOINT PUBLIC HEARING ON CABLE TELEVISION FRANCHISE RENEWAL 

September 21, 2020 

 

          Good evening.  My name is Shawn Ferrell, Chairman 

of the Town of Hamilton Board of Selectmen.  As this is a 

joint public cable license renewal hearing of both the 

Towns of Hamilton and Wenham, with us tonight is Jack 

Wilhelm, Chair of the Town of Wenham Board of Selectmen; 

and with us tonight are our fellow Board of Selectmen 

members from the Boards of Selectmen of both Hamilton and 

Wenham.  Also, with us tonight is Bill August, legal 

counsel specializing in cable television and representing 

Hamilton and Bill Solomon, legal counsel specializing in 

cable television and representing Wenham. 

     This joint public hearing is on the possible renewal 

of the Hamilton and Wenham cable licenses of Verizon New 

England, Inc. which are due to expire on May 23, 2021.   

Although the two Towns are conducting the hearing jointly 

this evening, each Town, and each Board of Selectmen 

necessarily reserves to itself the right to act and vote 

independently on any cable license renewal matter.   

          Under federal and state law, the decision to 

renew or deny Verizon’s license resides in the license 

Issuing Authorities, which are the individual Boards of 

Selectmen of each Town, acting separately as issuing 
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authorities.  The Selectmen are delegated the task of 

ascertaining local needs and cable information for the 

final licensing decisions, a purpose of this public hearing 

therefore is to receive comments and testimony, if any, 

from the general public concerning what cable-related needs 

and interests are important to the public. The focus of 

ascertainment is on identifying Town and community cable 

needs.  In addition, the public may comment on how well 

Verizon has performed under its existing license.  Any 

public comments and testimony will supplement the 

ascertainment records developed by the Towns.   

     We ask, for you to address your testimony to these 

issues of the community’s needs and interests and Verizon's 

past and current performance.  Members of the Select Boards 

may also have questions or comments.  We ask that you keep 

your comments brief and to the point and conclude them in 

no longer than three (3) minutes.  Before receiving 

testimony from the public and during the hearing, if 

Verizon is in attendance it will have an opportunity to 

discuss its cable operations in Hamilton and Wenham, 

including past performance and public and Town cable needs. 

     Any questions to Verizon should be directed through 

the Chairpersons and we will rule whether they are in 

order.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

     As this is a virtual hearing using remote video and 

audio-conferencing technology, to comment and testify, 
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participants must use the Zoom video and telephone audio 

participation techniques as follows: 

[Give very brief description    of Zoom and audio 

participation techniques or ask designated municipal 

assistant to give very brief description of Zoom and 

audio participation techniques] 

Persons making comments please state your name and address 

making comments.  Should you wish to supplement your oral 

testimony, and to provide any written comments on matters 

of concern or comments concerning the renewal process, you 

can forward them to the Town Manager of Hamilton, with 

respect to the Verizon license renewal in Hamilton ; or to 

the Town Administrator of Wenham, with respect to the 

Verizon License renewal in Wenham; c/o your Town Hall and, 

until further notice, we will keep the record of this 

hearing open to receive written comments.  We also note for 

the record, the process of ascertainment of community cable 

needs and interests will remain open until further notice. 

      So welcome to this Public Hearing to further 

ascertain and address the important subject of the cable-

related needs and interests of the Towns of Hamilton and 

Wenham.  This hearing is part of an ongoing public process 

and we invite public participation. 
  



Town of Wenham Public Information Sheet 
Regarding 

Joint Hamilton and Wenham Cable Television License Renewal Proceeding 
(Monday, September 21, 2020 at 6:00 P.M.) 

Purpose of the Hearing: 

The Hearing is being held to: 

(i) identifying the future cable-related community needs and interests; and

(ii) review the performance of the cable operator.

Who Should Participate in the Zoom Hearing and/or Submit Written Comments? 

- Individuals.

- Representatives of community-based organizations (e.g. youth, seniors, arts, cultural, open space and
recreation, sports, historical, religious, and others).

- Business owners and operators.

- Persons interested in and/or participating with community television, including in and with HWCAM.

Possible Areas of Public Interest: 

Public, Educational and Government ("PEG") Access Operations and Programing (Community Television): 

- Public, Educational and Government Access operations and programming, including continued,
expanded and/or further improved:

- Outreach to individuals, community groups, and businesses to further increase
participation in community television.

- Focus on local business, arts, culture, outdoors, sports, events and happenings, and remote
participation.

- Video editing training.

- Work with Town boards, commissions, departments, officers and Government Access
programming, including cablecasting meetings and public informational sessions, both during
and after the current Covid-19 challenges.

- Work with the Hamilton-Wenham Regional Schools on Educational Access Programming,
including remote learning.

- PEG Access equipment (studio and remote/field equipment) – e.g. cameras, editing equipment/laptops
and other equipment.

- Improved picture and sound of the PEG Access channels:

- High Definition (“HD”) PEG Access Channels – addition of HD PEG Access channels.

- Upgrade of Standard Definition PEG Access Channels.

Additional cable-related needs and interests: 

- PEG Access Channels on Verizon’s Electronic Program Guide.

- PEG Access Channels on Verizon’s cable Video-On-Demand platform.

Any other cable-related issue or matter of interest or concern. 
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